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PAPUTIN •• A SUICIDE? 

REPS* CA> LENINGRAD 80 % CB> MOSCOW 9k % CO 79 MOSCOW A-2S2 

!■■•■ ^ENTIRE TEXT) 

2, t WO EMBOFPS HAVE HEARO INDEPENDENTLY PROM -OIFFEREHT 
SOURCES THAT YIKTOR PAPUTIN CREF B> DIED BY SUICIDE. 
THE IMPLICATION OP THESE STORIES IS THAT HIS DEATH HAS -UN- 
RELATED TO EVENTS IN AFGHANISTAN. ONE SOURCE. IK COM- 
MENTING ON PAPUTIN 1 S DEATH. NOTED THAT ITS TIMING.. ON 
DECEMBER 28. MERELY, COINCIDEO HITH THE SOVIET INVASION 
OF AFGHANISTAN, SOURCE CLAIMED TKA7 THE TACT THAT PAPU- 
TIN DIED BY HIS OWN HAND EXPLAINEO THE LOWER STATUS THAN 
WOULO BE EXPECTEO NECROLOGY NOTED IH REF CB>. 
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3. SOURCE SAID THAT PAP| 
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WAS THE SECOND WITHIN A YEAR WlTHIl 
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S . S INCE PR INO RiF CB) EMBASSY HAS COME ACROSS A 
SECCHO ■OBITUARY FOR PAPUTIN/ IN THE NEWSPAPER 'SOVIET 
SPORT* FOR JANUARY 3* UNLIKE THE PRAVOA OBITUARY, THIS 
OXE INCLUDES THE ESPcCTEO PHOTOGRAPH, ALSO UNLIKE THE 
PRAVOA OBITUARY, THIS ONEGIYES AT LEAST SOME INKLING OF 
THE POSSIBLE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING PAPUT IN' S END KHEN 
IT NOTES THAT IT KAS *AN UNTIMELY OSATH.* 

S. COMMENT: toHAT toE JUDGE TO BE THE APPARENTLY WIDE- 
SPREAD RUMORS AS JO PAPUTIN'S SUICIDE MI GHT Iti FACT BE 

Taug> a suiciDE % tHpnaHHBBHiiBHB Ha aBMHL 



_ ■pOL'LO KELP EXPLAIN THE LOU-LEVEL OF STGNA- 
TUSSS ATTACfteO TO PAPUTINVS OBITUARY IN PRAVOA AND THE 
OTKER DEPARTURES FROM PRECEDENT" NOTED IH REF CB> . ON 
THE OTHER HAND, THE RUMORS MAY INDEED -BE DESIGNEO TO 
BLUR £YEN FURTHER ANY CONNECTION IN THE PUBLIC HIND BE- 
TWEEN PAPUTINTS DEAT H ^AND HIS POSSIBLE PR 
TIKE IN APGHANISTA 
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